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I write as we approach our upcoming and Annual General Meeting and Annual Dinner, which has once again sold out.
It has been an honour of a lifetime to serve as President of Leeds Law Society (LLS) for 2025/26. It has been a real pleasure to represent LLS, the legal community of Leeds and the city across the country.
As ever, we have achieved a lot in one year. We also have much to look forward to and I am confident that we have taken important steps to building the work of LLS and to ensure that it continues to support our profession in Leeds for many more years to come. A few personal highlights:
· Leeds Legal Walk 2025 – this year saw a record turnout, not just for the Leeds Legal Walk, but any legal walk outside London with well over 800 walkers.  Leeds Law School once again hosted the afterparty, and special thanks are due to David Barraclough for making the event happen.  The size of the walk shows how dedicated the profession is in the city to access to justice and also the importance of bringing the profession together in community.
· Continued work to promote diversity and inclusion – LLS had a presence once more at Leeds Pride, with all of our spaces full once more. Another highlight was our first ever social mobility conference, which was long in the planning and a great success on the day.
· Engagement with the Courts and valedictory – we continue to do excellent work in coordination with the local bar and judiciary, including through our Business & Property Courts Forum, Family Courts group, and others.  A highlight this year was the valedictory of Mr Justice Fancourt, a well-attended event by the Judiciary, local bar and solicitors.
· LegalTech in Leeds – following the decision by Whitecap to stop their work on LegalTech in Leeds, we took the decision to take control of this important work in LLS. We will again host the LegalTech in Leeds conference, now a reliable part of the legal calendar in the city. We will also continue to build the community of both legal professionals and tech experts, to support growth in this vital area.
· Representing LLS at local and national events – It has been a great honour to represent LLS and to speak at a number of events around the country.  This has included attending events hosted by our colleagues from each of the Joint V (the Law Societies of Birmingham, Bristol, Liverpool and Manchester).  I also had the privilege of attending the Opening of the Legal Year in both Westminster and York, both historic and incredible occasions.  These events provide an opportunity to showcase both Leeds and LLS, and to build our links with the broader legal community.
· Networking lunches – our quarterly networking lunches have continued to grow from strength to strength, providing a relaxed and informal opportunity for people from across the legal world to network in a great setting. These lunches have attracted attendees from across various areas of the profession, enabling attendees to meet likeminded people from across the profession.
· Engagement with the Law Society of England and Wales – the national Law Society have visited Leeds three times this year, recognising Leeds as the go to centre of legal excellence outside of the capital. Events have focused on in-house, wellbeing and junior lawyers.
· Charity of the year – we have worked closely with Martin House, my Presidential charity. A particular highlight has been playing a part in their “Raise the Roof” campaign to assist in funding vital rebuilding works at Martin House.
LLS remains a thriving organisation, with a positive future.
I am grateful to everyone who has played their part in making LLS a success this year.  A particular thanks go Rachel Windle and Rachel Sims, both of whom have ensured another successful year for LLS. A note of thanks also to our sponsors and partners, who support so much of what we do.
Fundamentally we are a members’ Society, we exist for the benefit of our members but could not function without them – thank you for everything you do.  
Luke Corcoran
2nd April 2026
